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HEW YORK

Onstage

Stupendous and Amazing Feats!

Carmine Stréetl’s Mostly Magic club shuttered in 1994, and it was three years before New
Yark's homicless magicians got A nisw place 1o strut ther stulf Michael Chaut opened
Monday Night Magic in June 1997, and the popular senes, which just celebrated s
200th performance, now showcases at I8ast s maguoians each mght Somae perionm
classic routines [Linking Rings of Steel, Levitations of Beautstul Womaen, Vamishing Hirds),
nthers, ¢lose upmame. card tncks, and contemporany Dansts on the standards (ke Simon
Lovell's comuc strat jacket routine, prctured). “This is the only place where people make 2
g i 10 go see magic,” says Chaut, a
skilled pickpocket and close up tnckster
remself “Otherwise, we're just part of the
eatertanmeant package at 4 wedding or a
corporate evenl ™ lamy 1an Swiss, one of
Chaut’s four partners and a frequent ac:
comphce of Penn & Teller, adds, “That's
why we got so many top performers, We
can’t pay them any kKind of money, but
magoians from all over the world come
come i and say, Wow, | forgot what it
widh lekit fo pust do g show ™ The magic of

fered i the timy, 151-seat Sullivan Street
Playhouse (on dark mghts durng the The
Fantasticks' legendary rund 15 a far cry
from the smoke-and-mirrors TV-special
style of David Copperfield " This isn't il

SN magpe —it's parlor magc.” explains
Swiss, "It has a lof i commaon with mag

ic’s mightclub era in the late thertaes and
forties, when the wealthy built these
showrooms, ke the Ranbow Room, and beld miniature vaudevilles, Like Monday Neghit
Magic, those shows didn’t depend a kot on the apparatus —the apparatus was small, but
the personality was g~ S, for one ight a weeck, New York's conjurers and illus sty
have a home: whiere thesr wehale doves can roost, grandmasters mingle with tyros, ang
ther feats amase sudiences “Lite s <o great, but things happon so you don’t get your
head blown out of proporon,” says Chaut ~lust do a bar mitevah, where you have 13
year-olds throwing stuff ot you. That's areality check ™ (See SO0 Broadway ™) H
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